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New bowling center construc-
tion and existing center renova-
tion did not grind to a complete 
halt in 2009, despite the worst 
economic downturn since 
the Great Depression. There 
de!nitely were fewer projects in 
the pipeline — but the quality 
of those projects was as high or 
perhaps higher than ever.

Take, for example, the winner 
of Bowlers Journal International’s 
25th annual Architecture and 
Design Awards’ “Best New 

Center” award: Rule 3 in 
Reynoldsburg (Columbus), Ohio, 
an 18-lane “boutique bowling 
alley” that includes four lanes 
for private events.

Owned by Brian Stoner and 
designed by Glavan Feher Archi-
tects Inc., Bowl 3 was devel-
oped to evoke “a celebration of 
family.” The 30,000-square-foot 
center features a “hero wall” 
of multiple plasma screens 
beaming rolling video images of 
past local high school athletes, 

submitted by customers.
 Other amenities include a 

gaming arcade with seven Wii 
zones, a 132-seat full-service 
restaurant, a Route 66 mini-
bowling lounge, party rooms 
and private lounges, three out-
door sand volleyball courts, and 
a state-of-the-art audio-visual 
and lighting system.

Simply walk in the door, and 
you know you’re in for a unique 
experience as the entrance 
sequence begins with a sus-

pended, inverted bowling lane 
in strike sequence. According 
to architect Je" Glavan, this is 
“a representation of how the 
traditional experience has been 
overturned.”

Red lantern lights highlight 
the seating and perpendicular 
axis at the end of the gallery, 
part of a red and black color 
scheme throughout the center. 
Various carpet designs and wall 
treatments also help de!ne 
Rule 3’s various areas.



 NEW EXTERIOR WOW! ZONE FAMILY  
ENTERTAINMENT CENTER
MANKATO, MINNESOTA
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Is it possible to evoke 
“classy” and “fun” at the same 
time? It is at the Mankato, 
Minn., family entertainment 
center known as Wow! Zone, 
which is an attractive center by 
day but absolutely dramatic by 
night.

The 24-lane, 42,400-square-
foot facility is owned by Doug 
DeMarce. I&S Group served as 
the architect, while Dynamic 
Designs & Associates provided 
the design services.

In addition to bowling, Wow! 
Zone o"ers laser tag, miniature 
golf and a redemption arcade. 
Its East End Restaurant pro-
vides a quiet respite from the 
recreational amenities, while 
Wowzer’s Sports Bar & Grill is 
equipped with both projection 
and #at-screen TVs — making 
it a big draw during the football 
season with its NFL Ticket 
game o"erings.



 NEW INTERIOR
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UNCLE BUCK’S FISH BOWL
ALTOONA, IOWA

There is absolutely noth-
ing “traditional” about Uncle 
Buck’s Fish Bowl, a 14,500-
square-foot, 12-lane facility 
located inside the Bass Pro 
Shops store in Altoona, Iowa.

Every aspect of the Fish 
Bowl was designed to evoke 
the feeling of being under water 
— from the ocean-like look of 
the lanes to the “shark-infest-
ed” ball return hoods. No detail 
was too small in creating this 
total-immersion experience.

Bass Pro Shops owner John 
L. Morris put his internal design 
team to work on the project, 
and partnered with Brunswick, 
which saw its lane engineering 
technology pushed to the limit 
with stunning results. Teams 
from the two companies spent 
literally hundreds of hours over 
an 11-month period collaborat-
ing to bring Uncle Buck’s Fish 
Bowl to fruition.

And that’s no big-!sh story.



 NEW INTERIOR
BROOKLYN BOWL
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK

MEADOWS LANES
WASHINGTON, PENNSYLVANIA
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This “green project,” featured in the 
September issue of BJI, features the 
handiwork of New York Design Architects 
and Tristam Steinberg Design. “We set out 
to build a place that would bring people 
together to actually interact with each 
other,” says owner Charley Ryan. The 
1882 ironworks building which houses 
the bowling center required a great deal of 
structural work, but the !nished product 
is, in a word, stunning.

Part of The Meadows Racetrack & 
Casino complex, Meadows Lanes features 
24 lanes in a 25,000-square-foot space 
that also includes a 4-lane VIP suite, bar/
lounge and meeting rooms.

The center caters to leagues and open 
play bowlers during the week, then as-
sumes a club persona on the weekends. 
Climans Green Liang Architects Inc. and 
Yates-Silverman Inc. handled the design.



 NEW RESTAURANT/LOUNGE
ENTERTAINMENT  
CENTER SAMOLET
VOLGOGRAD, RUSSIA

ATOLL ROTTERDAM
ROTTERDAM, NETHERLANDS

The bar area at Lihota Vsevolod’s 
16-lane center is streamlined and posh 
outside, and colorful and fun inside — the 
perfect atmosphere to encourage custom-
ers to linger (and spend more).

According to Vsevolod, who serves as 
general director of Entertainment Center 
Samolet, the architect on the project 
was Protsenko Oleyey, while the interior 
designer was Architect Bureau Sretenka.

While Uncle Buck’s Fish Bowl is all 
about “underwater bowling,” the concept 
embraced when designing Atoll Rotterdam 
was “Water, Fire, Earth and Wind.” In 
bringing the vision to life, Popov Architec-
ture utilized computer-programmed liquid 
color scenarios, along with an array of 
shapes and wall coverings — none more 
apparent than in the lounge area of the 
facilty. The center, which includes 12 
lanes, is owned by M. Kudritzki.
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 NEW ANCILLARY PROFIT CENTER

TENPIN CITY
SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

ATOLL ROTTERDAM
ROTTERDAM, NETHERLANDS

The marketing motto at Tenpin City is, 
“Tenpin, but not as you know it.” Every-
thing about the 24-lane facility is !rst-
class, as illustrated by the segregated 
but inviting billiards area. The center was 
developed and designed by Aldo and 
Marisa Belmonte, who continue to operate 
their original center in Orange, New South 
Wales. If the name sounds familiar, it 
should. They are the parents of “two-hand-
ed” bowling star Jason Belmonte.

Energy-e$cient lighting need not be 
boring lighting, as the pool center at this 
Netherlands center vividly demonstrates. 
About 90 percent of Atoll’s lighting is 
provided by LED lights, which provides 
a savings of about 70 percent when 
compared to conventional #uorescent and 
incandescent lighting. The #oor, walls and 
furniture have neutral “canvas” surfaces, 
which makes it possible to change the 
entire “mood” of the facility with lighting.
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The design of the aptly 
named Bowling Seventies 
recalls without replicating 
the style of the 1970s. As 
owner Ciacci Giancarlo put it, 
“We didn’t want to create an 
extremely modern environ-
ment that can be uncomfort-
able for customers.” Instead, 
the goal was to “evoke the 
’70s through a modern 
interpretation.” Architect 
Francesso Ciccotti and de-
signers Gabriele Persia and 
Lara Pagnini achieved the 
vision with period images, 
red hghlights, optical motifs 
and an array of materials.

 RENOVATED CENTER

BEFORE

BEFORE

AFTER

AFTER

BOWLING SEVENTIES
CORIANO, ITALY



Bi-Ba-Bo — short for Billiards, Bar and Bowling 
— was one of the !rst bowling centers in Moscow, built 
in 1998. It’s located on the third #oor of a business 
center, and proved successful despite the !nancial 
crisis of the late 1990s in Russia. In order to maintain 
its reputation as a high-class entertainment option for 
Moscow residents and visitors, the owners decided to 
remodel and upgrade, adding lots of color to the decor. 
Labzin Viacheslav provided the architectural services, 
while the design work was handled by Kozlov Nikita.

 RENOVATED CENTER

BI%BA%BO BOWLING CLUB
MOSCOW, RUSSIA
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