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Tour organizer Beth LaCivita enjoys showing off Tallahassee's 
history, culture 

 
By Will Doran  DEMOCRAT WRITER 
 
Beth LaCivita was born in Sarasota, but she loves 
Tallahassee. 

The history buff has lived in Tallahassee since 
1980, when she began studying for her master's 
degree in history at Florida State University. 

She worked for both private and governmental 
historical preservation groups from 1986 until 2005, 
when she began giving tours of the capital city. 

Her company, Historic Florida Consulting, offers 
seven different themed tours of Tallahassee, ranging 
from an October ghost tour to year-round walking 
tours of downtown. 

She also arranges custom driving trips around town 
and in the Forgotten Coast region, and LaCivita said 
many of her customers come back for more. 

Faith Clark, who has gone on three of LaCivita's 
driving tours in the last year, is one of them. 

"Every time I have guests visiting Tallahassee, it's 
one of the things I have them do," Clark said. 

Clark, who grew up in Jamaica but has lived in 
Tallahassee for 16 years, said she is very inquisitive 
and that LaCivita has helped her develop a special 
relationship with her new town. 

"There's no place like home, but Tallahassee is my 
home away from home," she said. 

LaCivita said she tries to mix history and culture in 
her tours, and Clark said that mixture is most clear 
in her favorite part of the tour, when LaCivita takes 
guests to the "Unconquered" statue of Chief 
Osceola at Doak Campbell Stadium and tells the 
story of his betrayal and capture by U.S. troops. 

"You tell anybody that story and they want to be a 
Seminole," said Clark, who went to FSU. 

LaCivita said it is important for people to know 
their local history because it connects them with 
their community. 

She said she has learned many things that surprised 
her while preparing for her tours. For example, she 
learned Oscar-winning actress Faye  

Dunaway, a 1958 graduate of Leon High School, 
was voted "merely the runner-up" in that year's May 
Party celebration, the precursor to Springtime 
Tallahassee. 

One of her favorite stories is that of George Proctor, 
a free black man who she said built many of the 
finer homes downtown in the 1830s. His marriage 
to Nancy, a slave, was the first marriage ceremony 
ever performed in St. John's Episcopal Church. 

Proctor, who LaCivita said is a distant relative of 
Leon County Commissioner Bill Proctor, followed 
the gold rush to California to try to make enough 
money to purchase his wife from her owner, but is 
assumed to have died there. 

"I'm waiting for the film to be made on the Proctor 
family," she said. 

In addition to guiding tours, which is clearly her 
passion, and her consulting business, she is also 
involved in buying and reselling historical 
properties with her husband Stan Chapman, a local 
attorney. 

But whether she is telling history or selling it, she 
said her main goal is to educate people and get them 
involved. 

"The more people learn about the stories, the 
buildings, the people, the more they will be 
concerned about protecting them," she said. "My 
goal is to present it in a fun way." 

In recognition of her dedication to preserving local 
history, the Leon County Board of County 
Commissioners named Nov. 16, 2004, Beth J. 
LaCivita Day. 
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